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the cup of his iniquity is full, and "England shall repent his
folly, see his weakness, and admire our sufferance." He there-
fore enjoins Henry to *' consider of his ransom," which, however
great, cannot compensate for the injury that has been done.
King Henry compliments the herald that he does his office
fairly, and goes on to confess the smallness of his numbers and
the weakness of his soldiers who are
" Almost no better than so many French;
Who when they were in health, I tell thee, herald,
I thought upon one pair of English legs
Did march three Frenchmen."
He excuses himself for his boasting by saying,
" This your air of France
Hath blown that vice in me,"
but sternly adds that, notwithstanding his confessed weakness,
** We will come on,
Though France himself and such another neighbour
Stand in our way."
And so, rewarding^ the herald with a present of money for his
pains, he sends him forth charged with defiance and with a
threat that
" We shaU your fcawny ground with your red blood
Discolour."
Gloucester hopes "they will not come upon us now," but the
King says,
"We are in God's hands, brother, not in theirs,"
and orders the bridge to be crossed and the army to encamp on
the other side ready on the morrow to march away.
Scene Til The scene opens in the French camp near Agin-
court, with the Constable and the Duke of Orleans beguiling the
tedium of the night by boasting, the former of his horse and
the latter of his armour. Into this bragging match enters
the Dauphin, whose horse is a "wonder of Nature," more
worthy of regard than his mistress. Lord Bambures' contribu-
tion to this colloquy is very characteristic as showing how
certain the French were of success: "Who," he says, "will go to
hazard with me for twenty prisoners ?" to which the Constable
caustically replies, "You must first go yourself to hazard, ere you
have them "; but the former remark is certainly niore indicative
of French opinion than the latter. At midnight the Dauphin
departs to put on his armour, and his Jate companions proceed